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Barman-an-rhe-Heatls

The Barton-on-the-Heath Village Diesign Statement (VDS) has been procduced by a
group of Barton-on-the-Heath residents, with contributions and comments from a
wiidle cross-section of the » 1||-i:..'\,4.' COHETI LMDy

The document reflects the ;t_'||'r'|1_'r:|| view of the residents, The V25 Process |11.':_:.|11
with an iminal meeting, at which 30% of households were

represented. Thes meeting dealt with the

establishment of the VDS commitiee, the terms

of reference and o full briefing on the VIS

and s mms. [t was followed by the issue
of a guestionnaire o all households. The
results of the survey were then used
the preparaiion of the deafr dos UM,
The village children were involved in a
parnting competinon with the theme of
G c'u'u'rig:"'. amd a |1hq|ln;_l||: Jpl'm'

project was alvo undertaken, A number
of meetings were held by both the

CImiTTiaiies .||:'n§ l.atl_-,—r|:..' t|'||;' -ri||.|:|_-_ (h]
consult and review the various drafe

documents. The VIS group has tried 1o ensure
that the document reflects the Cotswolds AQONB
Management Strategy which calls for action mw produce “desigm gridance to ideneify
fien a{a".-.-.h RCTTpeness and -L‘]'.J'".'P:'n af P deds g ard ¢ ot bailfion ,:rﬂ"l,".;'}i' .".!'.!'.'g_-.',!'n.:;r .gm-_..;,f
praciice (n consersing maiwcter and "in newr dr."fu"-'.l;:l.lum.r promole w-m’,q'.’n‘,-,g’!;l .l]rr:-a'r-_u:l_g
the we of traditional materiali or appropriate suitable alternatives”

The response fram the village to the whole process has
been encouraging and has indicated that there 15 a

deeply held beliet that the village does have a
thistinctive character

Barton-on-the- Heath is 2 small village ser in
a Conservation Area and in an Area of
Owrstanding Marural Beaury, Tes rural
armosphere, the green, the views —
both 1o and from the village
and the distinctive characrer of
the hauses, all need o be

mamtained and conserved



Hartan-nn-the-Heath
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WHAT I5IT ALL ABUL

The VIS describes the character of a village chat makes it a special place in which o
live. Ir covers only the village of Barton-on-the-Hearh, from an area centred on the
village green, stretching north, EnCompassing Levs Farm and Hopyard Hill Farm,
south-west as far as Rectory Farm and south-east as far as Barton Hill Farm,

e is a reference document affering guidance to anyone considering any form of
alterarion, redevelopment or extension to their property in and around the village, Tr
will be a5 useful to an individual houscholder planning o build an exrension or
putting in new windows as it would be to anybody applying for consent 1o build a
new house, however unlikely thar may be, or, indeed, a properoy owner planning tree
felling or new planning,

The VDS reflects the views and opinions of the villagers and acts as Supplementary
Planning Guidanece (SPG) to the Stratford-on-Avon Districe Councl (SIMC) Lascal
Plan.

Anyone applying for planning permission in the village will have to show thar they
have considered the guidelines the VDS contains when drawing up their plans,

[HE PLANNING CONTEXT

This VD3 will, once adopted, form part of the planning pelicy framework, used by
S[3C 1in making decisions on planning applications.

The planning policy framework 15 2 hierarchy of policy; it will therefore provide
guidance at the most local level and ac the lowest level of the planning framewark. It
will inform and influence planning decisions in the village by assisting the Parish
Council, which is consulted by SDC on planning marmers, [t will also help by
encouraging a direct and voluntary local initiative that will conserve and enhance the
character of the village,

In the new revised deposit draft of the SDC local plan review 1996-2011 the
settlermnent hierarchy has been revised, Barton is now in the group of villages
designated as “(iv) All other sertlernents”. In these sertlements the provisions of
*Policy (rural areas) RA3” in the Warwickshire Structure Plan (WASP) and Policy
icommumnity) COMI in the local plan will be applied. As this is an agricultural area
*Policy (countryside)} CTY.2 Re-use of rural buildings”™. “CTY.4 Farm diversification”
and “Palicy (principles) PE.11 *Bad Neighbour ™ uses may be applicable. Constraints
will be applicd on residential and industrial development except in accordance with
IJ‘u: ]_n'l:l'l.':i-.'il:tns. .::I' ||'|d|'| il.lll.l! ]uﬂiilﬁ ifi l'h-t phn.

b GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND

Barton-on-the-Heath, also known as Bourton-in-
Henmarsh, is situared just within the Warwickshire
border and close to the Four Shires Stone that once
marked the meeting point of Gloucestershire,
Cinfordshire, Worcestershire and Warwickshire,

This north Cotswald village is built on a hillside
overlooking a rolling agricultural landscape of hills
and valleys; to the south, the land rises steeply o
Barton Hill at over 800 feet; vo the nocch, it falls
towards the valley of Stanford Brook and
Methercote Brook, both eributaries of the river
Stour.

The village has scen remarkably few physical changes over the past hundred years,
mainly because of the continuing presence of agriculrure. Livestock farming and the
absence of any industrial development have allowed it to recain a close relationship
with the surrounding landscape,



The oldest building in the village is the Parish Church of 5t Lawrence. The western,
northern and eastern walls of the nave were built in the carly 12th century with the
southern wall of the chancel being rebuilt in the 17th century. The Chapel was
probably built in the [4ch century and the tower built in three stages, the last of
which, the bell chamber, has traces of 14th century work, There are now two bells in
the tower. The small ane bearing the name John Kerry dated 1672 and a large one by
Henry Bagley dated 1740, Dating back over 700 hundred years, the Church of St
Lawrence plays an important part in the life of the village.

Barton House dominates the village. The first Barton House was built in 120040, at
the sarme time as the Church, but of this only Rve vaulted eellars remain. The present
house was built in 1550 for [ohn Marshall, whose family had owned the estare for twao
centuries, In 1625 the house passed 1o the Overbury family who brought in Inigo
Jomes te model the grear ball and ereate the panelling in the Oak room. In 1741 the
estate was bought by the Bird Family, who were prosperous silk merchants from
Caoventry, being finally sold by their descendants in 1898 1o Colonel Stanley Arnold.
He modernised the property with the help of the distinguished archivect Sie Guy
Dawher, The current awners of the house, the Carhie family, came to Barton in 1949 ) :
and have continved to enhance it RELAE R

Barwon was familiar 1o Shakespeare. His aunt Joan Arden, maeried 1o Edmund
Lambern, lived in the village. Shakespeares Christopher Sly, the tinker in the Taming
of the Shrew, came from Burton Heath {understood 1o be Barton-on-the- Heath).

5. THE VILLAGE AS I'T 15 10ODAY - THE FEOPLE AND FUTLURI SNAKESPEARE. DIs
PROSPECTS

A wisitor to Barton-on-the-Heath in 1952, returning in 2002, would readily recognise IYE 1OAD ARDED
whar they saw 50 years ago - there has been so lietle change o the village sceme. There

are currently 33 houses in the village and the popularion is 98, There have been some

changes in the demography over the last § years due 1o new Families moving into the (AR

village and an increase in the number of children.

Mumerous properties i the village hive been extended in some way and some "THDARD | AR ERT
agriculeural buildings have been converted into atrracrive residences. Orther new =i - s :
brailding has been carried aut mainly in 2 sympathetic manner using a mixture of

Cotswold or Hornton stone and appropriate roof coverings. The small development IveED 1IN The

at Camden Close has been improved with the addition of a car park. Barton was a
predominately agricultural settlement bu the number of farms is now reduced o
two, Home Farm, forming part of the Barton House Estate and Leys Farm. The
change in farming practices has naturally brought about a substantial reduction in the
labour force on these farms and has resulied in a change to the working population.
This has led 1o some smaller cottages being converted imo larger family dwellings
and some ageicultural buildings converted into holiday cormages. Unformunarely like
many Cotswold villages several of the houses are owned a5 second homes and are not
occupied as much as would be welcome.

i

6. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS AND CHALLENGES THAT AFFECT THI
DEVELOPMENT PRESSURES [N THE VILLAGE

Current planning policy will severely constrain any redevelopment in a village that
has shown little change since 1385 and there is no development pressure in the village
at the current time. Hlowever there are some important challenges that will arise
during the life of the current Local Plan. Further changes in agricultural pracrices
and the state of the market may lead to renewed attempts to carry out development,
This would not find Favour in the village and the Parish Council would resist any
development in the strongest possible terms. This presumption against development
has been reinforced by a recent report by the planning inspector who, when refusing
an appeal for the redevelopment of Leys Farm, deemed the proposition of new
heusing (both large and small) unacceprable and even the provision of low cost
affordable howsing ill advised in a village with no amenities {no school, no shep or
post office, no public house and a limited bus service).
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Most Properies in the village char r|.'-:|||ir4.'-:| extension or redevelopment have beer
deale with and the 1|:|&|':|.' new Cotswald stone house to be buile in the village in the last
M) pears has just bees eompleted on the site of a demolished row of three tiny cortages.

Drue ta the increasing number of young childeen in the village consideration needs t
be given o the provision of a secure children’s playground. This will depend very
much on whether a suitable site can be found.

Despite the provisions of Manning Policy Guidance note 7 (PPGT) thar allows for
development on small gaps within small groups of houses in the counrryside further
development 1s unlikely as the western side of the village is mainly dominared by the
(d Rectory, the Church, and Barton House and its grounds, and wath cureent
planning policy in place, Baron-on-the-Heath s likely 0 remain a well preserved
small Warwickshire village.

Barton-on-the-Heaih is situated on the Cotswold fringe, in an elevared position
similar to that of a Tuscan hill town. With s ageiculmreal background each approach
o the village is through farmland, These open vicws give the village its character and
appeal and should be protecred. The immediare surroundings are mainly permanent
pasture w ith some sury Ang nd:.;r and furrow. Hﬂ|_;;{'r-:n1'-.- are used as held bound-
aries rather than fences or walls, although the ravages of Dutch elm disease have now
'l.'l'll.'l'.'l.k ot the miany [rees thar flowrished v the area. To the west, I'u,'!.'nnd the formal
oardens of Barton House, the rolling pastureland is given over to deer farming. To
the north and east permanent pasture gives way to large arable felds where the Lind
flartens our rowards the valley bottom, The distincrive form, layour, macerials and
colaur of the Cotswold stone villages, of which Barton-on-the-Fleath is a particularly
well-preserved example, and their intimate relationship with the high qualivy
landseape, bas o unifying effect that is unique to the character of the region wday.

Most vantage poants within the village give far rea ching views. To the north, across
Stanford Brook, there are open views towards dominating pine trees, known as
“Bartan Firs”, on the ridge. To the east the land falls away towards the valley bottom
and Long Compton and to the south the view is over a more complex topography of
hills and valleys, leading up to Kitebrook and the A44. Public footpaths radiate from
the centre of the village towards Great Wolford, Little Wolford and Little Compton,

Dresign guidelines:

The ..l'_ﬂ,"-"mh'.fl-e‘;' o the :-r.’."_rgr amapla all He rEipes e 1 order fo mganigos the apen dipect
ard agricaltaral sesting. Appropriate tree plamtings shenld be actively enconraged, as has
Been carried onr on the Cireae ".'.I{_I'—r.l.l'cf roxrd, fo enbance the ;r,n‘{#ln:kr:'a'rr; fo the .',-.'.!'.",.'.|;:'|,'I and
replice the ravages of the Duteh elm disease,

Trees are Mmpartdns fa the t'rlrf.:gr .-.rfn'.":r?rd;{.l'r_.l"rr.'.' dare grivered |"?_l.-' free preservalion arders
(TP, Planiing of appropriate indigenans species shosld be encouraged wherever poisiie.
Anmybody cansidering work on trees and hedges in the Conservation Area thould be aware
that consene i likely to be required from the Local Awrkority. fnappropriate hedge laying
aund opening wf of gardens should be considered aith care in arder to protect visnal amen
dusei, Barsen hui some fine frees in the village, iuch as the poplar: in the parden af Campdean
Farmbense, There can be seen from all over vhe viflage and ave parr of fe charaerer,

A effats should be made to retain the areas of permanent pasture that contrtbute t the apen
apect if the edpes af the eillages and the open spaces within the village showld be proveceed
againid further development fo enbance ihe opennes and character of the serlemen,

The chavaeter of the remaining stone Bbuilt farny buildings makes an impoviant conwibution
to the landicape setting of the village. This comteibarion shaald nor be lose throwgh
demialition ar imappropricte conversian,

The coneribution that native trees and hedgerows on the villape edpes and in the
seerrgserding countryside maie to the rurel landwcape charzerer i recognized and showuld be
eargfully preserved.,




The Village Green is o the hogrt aof Bavean. It bai g speceal serring thar mist fe

r_l;l.u',lr.'r.' ."-'T-ﬂ'.". T.'lj'.f ﬂ.l',".lru!'f,".?_._n' F (.r;g.lrr;.'."n Pr I."T.;.' CERErE :}_If'.r.u":lﬁ gre.-.-.-r i¥ .Ill:.ilft"'n'j. Friy ré.":‘_ﬂ';t-'c q_u"- r."r.:
serrornding properiies, There &5 w case for the (fd Parochial Cheteod Sohoed ta fre {isred

aefuag sedelt auy orher properies fronring o edfacent to the green (o emiere B8 SR porREaE
open areg i sract et e e l.':I.lf.'lﬁ:.'.:.'::‘ai"

HWiherever and whenerer posible ol averead cables in the eviilige showeld be rerooted
semelerprasd.

S AETTLEMENT PATTERN, CHARMITER, BUILDENGS AND SPACES

Barton-on-the-Heath has an intriguing mixoeee of houses arranged along s
distinetive, horizontal "H' shaped seulement parreen. The cenere of the village is the
triongular green with s magnificent ook tree aned the arrractive Corswold stone
houses that averlook it The western side of the village is dominared by Baroon
House, its lodae and formal gardens, the Chuareh of St Laweence and che Old
Recrory. To the north of Barten House are a row af smaller cottages, which end with
Henmarsh Flowse at its northern extremity, The north east quadrant is ronally
daminacad by Flome Farm and Leys Farm with their range of wiilizarian agriculiweal
busildings and the south ease quadrant is sparsely populated. with the exeeption of the
small enclave of Camden Close with its neat crescemt of Four pairs of 19305
semi-derached houses and the adjacens cotrages.

There are 20 listed properties and 15 unlisted buildings of significance in the village.
These dwellings fall into fowr distinet groups. Firstly, Barton Honse with its forenal
gardens, grounds and extensive range of outbuildings, is in o class of is own.
Secondly, the principal village houses, which are mainly of two and a half storey
construction and include the Cld Rectory, Home Farm and the larger houses feonting
the village green, Thirdly, the remaining original houses and cottages, which are
principally of two-storey construction, or sometimes a single storey with dormer
windows illuminating a firse Hoor contained within the roof veid, Lastly, the modern
e DYer [l'll:'

group, which covers the howses thar have been developed within the wvill;
years. These would include Camden Clase; the exrension of ariginal buildings such as
the three substancial Cotswald srone family houses o the northern edge of the village
an the converred farm buildings on the lane l=ading down ro Bakers Farmhouse;
ane the new house on the Little Compron Boad.




Raran-on-the-Heath

Dresign guidelines:

The comments below are intended as a guide. For more detailed examples of what is
deemed to be acceptable please refer to the Barton-on-the-Heath website. These are
taken in the village and show the appropriate materials in sit.

Wil shoeld e conitructed af reclaimed drick, nesy o reclaimed Cativald or Hornton
ctone, mixed 1o match the constenctian of adpscent ar anached properties, Graat cave should
be aken to mratch the siyle, cowrmg ard poimtiag of adiacene prapersics. It dhowld be
remenifrered, Soweren thar there s moshing wrong aveh mewr brick, The importane thing
thar any brick shonld be of an appropriate colowr and texteere amd thae the drick bond and

mrorker are ctable,

Boafs should be tradivionally styled, steeply pirched between 45° and 35° depending on the
repe af roof covering. Roof coverings within the village vary from rradirronal Catseeold
stone ilates thraugh blse slate to high qnality rmitation Cotirvold wtane. These are
aceepiable and they shonld be actively encowraged. Predomineet roaf coverings i the
vilfape are blue date amd concrere tiles. Concentrarions of ane type of roaf covering shondd
EI:' .'u-'r.:.l'nfrﬂ i :Jn._f.l:r;.: il .ﬁmr_-.:'.n-.

Chimeys ave an important fearure of Cotswodd stone fonses. If mew comitraction o to take
place, they are to be a welvome fearure. Theiv devign and shape iz to be i keeping with
thave of its meighbowry,

‘indat openings within the pillage renge from nadivioms! Corswold
stane mallion: through simple joinery, to o more comipler madern timidber
deispn, Traditiona! descgn, ahether timber or metal, i to be encouraged
e showld be in keeping with the proporsions of the buildings, and
painted an approprigte cofour, The oper-uce af brellians whire should be
resisted whenever possible,

Within the pillage conceroation avea the wie of replacement UPYC
plastic wrndons shoald be resited as showdd mulii-paned mock Georgian
swrndees and 19300 Coinsall mesal windosws, Where mewe namdows ave to
b imatwlled, considevation chould e groen to replacing all the visble
windows with @ move consiitent, taditional painted caserent type to
improve the pisnal amenity and maintamn the willage sireet soene.

The nie of Conseveation oo (iphe ix acceprable in the Conservation Arves. Ontiade s ares
the careful wee of Velnr roof Tights iz acceprable.,

Arry dovmser soindowy that ave installed should be small and subservtent to the other
enidops on the from elevatron. They shonld be amobrrnsioe amd Rot foo Binierous,

Bowndary swall thould be of dry stone constraiction where posible.

Cratrer swhere requived should be icmple o mrore glepant five bar gpricnlenral sople pares
rather than maore compler meral eqadvalent. Barton Howse gates aive an exceprion and are
frsted,

Any rebusiding or extension to baldings in the eillage shold be of individnal desipn and
sl integated, to reflect the lindscape character af the avea,

The siring of any newr budding or extensions should be examined from aff divecrions.
Pﬂh‘lﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁr AT o aideit s PR PR shonld sheve howe rew deselapricnts exteniions
and canversons wonld appesr in relation to their vverall svonndings and adiacent
properties,

Haoiie oumters ihoald reipect and enkamee the architecromal quality and vavicty of the itreet
swene. Extensions and altevarrons, as wwell as newe boaldings, shonld e materiale and be of ¢
design comparible stk arigimal and adjacent buddings.

The apen spaces within the village and the erees into and out of the village are ecential
pares of it character. Any mew sworks, including infill or extension should conserve and,
wihere possible, enfance there elements.

Extensions ro existing budldings shonld rake special acoonne of gaps that provide worthwhils
pieses o srounding cowntryside or apen spaces wirhin the village.



fmparrant spen spaces rwithin and on the edges of the villape shonld be maintined. The
evectiog of frefd helrers amd iraddes in these fields i soceprable (adiect to the appeopeae
comsent of seqreerealt @ ths o @ realiagricnireal grea snd fowe o anmerons hovies and
ather fvessack,

Near aceesses thoveld be destoned to mnirmize the fo af bosadary pegetarnon and achicre an
i3 Yo
appropriate belence betaceen Aigheay safery aind aoesiry.

External elerations and ronfs shacld sugoy ar lega sninimmnen sadends of mainienasoe qmd
repaly do provect He overalf chugeter af ik a imaall rflge.

GCHARACTER OF LOYAL ROATS

The v |||,'|gr_ his ane |5rin|:i|,1.,1| roaid ru:uring from north to south. The reaffic gﬂi!‘lg
through che village ends wo be agriculteral vehicles, although in recent times, it has
become a cut through from Great Walford and Long Compton, The users are
primarily parents taking their children to school, The road throwgh the village is
mainly edged with grass verges backed by substantial Cotswold stane walls, There
are some short sections of footpath, Where there are open spaces within the village,
the verges tend to be backed by open fields, hedges and trecs, Barton benefits from
must of its residents having off street parking, and this is o be actively encouraged,
arder thar the rranguil enviconment is not despoiled by the motor car any more than
is necessary. The village green has no formal edging bur is bounded by large pieces of
Cotswold stone, which add o the rural nanire of s seming. The chree recently
extended properties to the northern edge of the village age approached by a privats
roacd, which has recently been improved by the residents. The only area of car
parking within the village s that ar Careden Close, which was paid for by the Parish
Councl for the benetit of those residents. As car parking on the side of the road 35
unsightly, every effort should be made o promoete the provision of off steeet parking
especially where a new planning application is being made,

L, STREET FURNITURE

We are fortemate that in Barton-on-the-Heath, we have no screetlighes, nor is there an
over proliferation of street signage. There are J-mph signs on the main rouces inco
the village together with siaple villags nameplages. Whilse we appreciate that
resicdents do require outside lighting for security purposes, where possible this should
be controlled in a way that does not becormne a nisance o athers.

Dsign gundelines:

The nie af modern foe-tore road sirfeces shonld be considered when re-sarfacing ve
sheouph o,

Every effort shanld be made to retain ihe extsting raval chavacter of focad rods and auy
chanpes to marernls or sveer frerninere shondd be constsrens sith thar chanaceer,

The impact of street signage showld be minimiced without impairing safeey,

11 CONCLLSION

The Village Design Statement has been deawn up by the majority of the peaple in the
village who are interested in the future of this beautiful conservation settlemant, Irs
purpose 5 1oact as Supplementary Fl:mning Guidanee for individuals applying for
any form of planning permission in Barton-on-the-Fleath; for the present and future
Parish Caowncils and for the Planning Deparement ar Stearford Disteict Council. This
Setaterment has alluded wo the village's very limired ameninies, its comparartive isolarion,
its unchanging nature as fae as building 15 concerned and the demaogeaphic alerations
due to the changing nature of Eeming in this country, The planning guidelines which
the Statement has highlighted will help all those concerned in any way with thas
unique small Corswold seetlement and its furure developmene,
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