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BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL on 21st May 2015 following the AGM 
 
Present: Councillors:  Mr J Coker (Chairman), Mrs G Cathie (Vice-Chair), Mrs J Piney,  

Brigadier J F Rickett, Lt Col J B Henderson 
 Clerk:  Mrs P Mead 
 Hon. Treasurer:  Mr J Castle 

Mr J Shipton (Internal Auditor) 
District Councillor S Gray, County Councillor C Saint 

 Public:  Mr Z Pelczynski, Mrs H Seymour-Smith, Mr D Poulsom, Mr G Wales, Mr J Mathias 
 
1. Apologies:  none 

 
2. The Minutes of the Extraordinary General Meeting on the 7th April 2015 were approved, and the Chairman 

signed them.  No matters arising. 
 

3. Report on Parish Funds. The Hon Treasurer reported that he had circulated the First Interim Statement for 
2015 -16 to Councillors before the meeting. 

 
The first Precept instalment of £500 had been received.  He was awaiting the invoice from Stratford 
District Council for the contested election costs, for which there is provision of £500, although his estimate 
was that it would be £400+. 

 
He  had  paid  for  the  three  trees  planted  on  “Stop  Valve  Corner”  and  they  had  taken  nicely.  He  
recommended that thanks were due to Hamish Cathie and Kevin Line (the gardener) for the provision of 
the trees and their planting respectively. 

 
Overall he advised the Council that the village finances were in good order.  The Council approved the 
report. 
 

4. Any Other Business 
 
a. The Chairman thanked the outgoing Chair, Brigadier Rickett for all of his work. 

 
b. Lt Col Henderson reported that he had written to WCC Highways asking for signs & white lines on 

the road to Kitebrook.  They had agreed to a new sign outside the Rectory, but not to the white 
lines. 

 
c. Lt Col Henderson had asked for the speed camera to be brought to the village on a regular basis, 

and the police had asked for a list of those in the village who wanted it to be.  Lt Col Henderson 
duly circulated a petition, which most of those present signed. 

 
d. Lt Col Henderson reported that during the recent village clean-up, it had been noted that the 

bench around the tree on the village green was getting tight.  He had approached Jim Sked for a 
quote to further widen the bench. 

 
e. The Vice-Chair thanked the outgoing Vice-Chair, Lt Col Henderson for all of his work. 
 
f. Councillor Saint mentioned that the forum on the 9th June was to take place in Lower Quinton. 
 
g. Councillor Gray reported that of the 36 Council seats, 31 were now Conservative.  The leader of 

the Council was Councillor Saint. 
 



2 
 

h. In regards to the gypsy site, Councillor Gray reported that the notice to quit had still not been 
served.  He hoped it would in the coming days.  SDC and West Oxon DC were trying to serve their 
notices at the same time. 

 
i. The Hon Treasurer asked Councillor Gray if there had been any progress on the SDC District Plan.  

Councillor Gray said that the Government Inspector had challenged the Plan on the basis of the 
number of new houses which the Plan was intended to provide in the District over the next 5 
years.  About 80% of the Plan had been approved and SDC were revisiting their proposals for 
additional  housing  at  Wellesbourne  to  try  to  meet  the  Inspector’s  concerns.       

 
5. Date of next meeting: 

Thursday 15th October 2015, 6.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 


