
BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL on 9th February 2017  !

Present: Mr J Coker (Chairman), Mrs G Cathie (Vice-Chair),  
Brigadier J F Rickett, Lt Col J B Henderson and Mrs J Piney 

 Clerk:  Mrs P Mead 
 Hon. Treasurer:  Mr J Castle !
Public:   Mrs J Coker, Mr J Hayman-Joyce, Mr and Mrs R Graham, Mr E Hicks, Mr A Jones, 

Mrs T Jones, Mrs L Leck, Mr S Lofthouse, Mrs A McPherson, Mr & Mrs J Mathias,   
 Mr D Poulsom, Mr C Seymour-Smith, Mr J Shipton, Mr C Vance, and Mr A Wield 

                   
1. Apologies:  Mr K Corner, Mr S Lawrance, Mrs M Pettifer and Mrs F Rickett  !
2.     Declaration of Interest.   There being no planning applications to review, there were no   
        declarations of interest  !
3.     The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th October 2016 were signed by the Chairman as       
        being a true and accurate record of the meeting     !
4.     Finances to date.  The Hon Treasurer reported that Alex Ward Web Services had taken over  
        management of the Barton website and had been paid in advance his annual fee of £55 and  
        a one year renewal of the domain name of £36. He then apologised that in the small print  
        for the STRATOS contract was an automatic renewal if a customer did not give STRATOS two  
        months’ notice of the intention to end the contract. He had therefore had to pay the most  
        recent STRATOS invoice of £50.33 and the contract would terminate on 1 July 2017. !
        He then reported that the precept request for £1000 for 2017 -18 had been sent to SDC as  
        required before the end of January. He also said that Barton had received an offer to join  
        the Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local Councils which provides a range of  
        specialist services to Parish Councils although none of which would be those which Barton  
        might need. He had therefore declined to join at a cost of £80.15 for the year. !
        Before introducing the Interim Financial Report he said that SDC had inadvertently paid the  
        Parish Council £177.04 for grass cutting which he intended to repay. !
        The 3rd Interim Financial Statement was circulated to council members. There were no  
        unexplained occurrences and the balance at the bank was £890.12. When reconciled by  
        £185.80 for the “election reserve”, £220.38 for the “De-fibrillator reserve” and the  
        £177.04 refund to SDC, this left as balance of £306.90 available to the Council. He  
        concluded his report stating that he expected to be able to transfer most of this balance to  
        the Savings Account which stood at £1,961.39 later in the year. !
5.     Parish Plan discussion.   The Chairman reported that a small steering group had met and  
        discussed the Parish Plan and they had put together a set of objectives for this plan which  
        are: !

• To explore ways of best ensuring the continued integrity of the very special village in 
which we are privileged to live and to do our best to ensure that it is preserved from 
obtrusive and inappropriate development which will destroy its unique character  

• To identify the aspirations, needs and concerns of the community and provide oppor-
tunities for all residents to define the way in which the community should evolve;  and 
develop a realistic action plan to address those aspirations needs and concerns.  !

        However, the Chairman felt that any plan should be one that was formed  
        of the views of the village rather than that of the small steering group and he invited the  
        public to make suggestions as to the things that they consider important which could be   
        included in this plan which could be sent by Email.   Once these had been received then a  !!



!
        confidential questionnaire would be put together which would give everyone the    
        opportunity of giving a weight as to the importance of these suggestions.  !
        Councillor Henderson presented a list of topics in advance and also mentioned them at the     
        meeting which could form the basis of a Village Plan and afterwards the Chairman invited     
        member of the public for their suggestions some of which are noted below: !
 - The main purpose of a Parish Plan should be to provide planning guidelines both to 
  the Parish Council and to Stratford DC as to the views of the village. 
 - Some concern was expressed that unless we were careful the village would end up 
  ‘jellied in aspic’ 
 - Some villages allow so much building that there is no apparent separation  
  between their village and those nearby 
 - There was a danger that we become obsessed about buildings but lose sight of  
  amenities such as transport !
        Almost all at the meeting agreed that conducting a questionnaire would be very helpful 
       JP agreed that she would produce a draft questionnaire !
7.     Clean up village day   BH said that he had organised for several years and would be pleased 
if someone else would take over this responsibility.   Chris Seymour Smith agreed to do so.   
Date:   Saturday 22nd April !
8.     AOB    Rose Cottage update.   It was understood that the crane should be down by the end 
of February and it was hoped that the large house would be completed by the end of August.   
Concern was expressed that the first floor windows at Rose Cottage were not in keeping with 
those on the ground floor however it was understood that the Conservation Architect had insist-
ed that the replacement windows were the same as before.  !
Defribillator:    The PC were asked what the situation was with regard to volunteers who could 
use the Defibrillator.   JCa responded that this could be a member of the public to whom the 
Emergency Services had given the passcode in an emergency or there is a scheme whereby vol-
unteers could give their number to the emergency services.   If required, the emergency services 
would get in touch with them and ask them to attend the emergency.   this could of course be in 
the middle of the night.   Mrs L Leck volunteered on the night and anyone else who felt they 
could be a volunteer was asked to contact the parish clerk, Penny Mead.  It was felt that about 6 
volunteers would be needed for this scheme. !
Mr J Mathias then mentioned that he had been informed that a planning application had been 
put in for the conversion of the garage at Peewit Cottage.   This falls under Little Compton 
Parish Council.   He felt that it would affect Barton on the Heath.   However the PC agreed that 
it didn’t wish to comment but that any member of the public was free to do so.     !!
The meeting closed at 7.45 p.m. !
Next meeting:  Tuesday 6th June 2017 in the Village Hall (revised from that agreed on the 
evening).


